
When the Essential becomes Nonessential 

Closing the library to the public on March 17 was one of the most difficult deci-
sions that I've had to make as a Library Director.  Libraries are seen as an essen-
tial service to the community because we are an equalizer.  It doesn't matter how 
much money you make, race, religion, background, or housing status; you are 
welcome at the library.  We serve as an important "third place" for many people 
in that we are not home and not work. The library is also a place where you are 
under no pressure to purchase anything or charged a fee to enter.  We are a safe 
place for teens to gather, for tutors to help children, and for adults to have quiet, 
reflective time to themselves.  We offer free access to valuable resources, such as 
the internet, which people can use for job searches, continuing education, or to 
have fun.  We not only provide a service to the community, but we also strive to 
be part of the community as a whole. 

The decision to close our doors was made because we did not want our strength 
to become Glen Carbon's weakness.  Gathering places are essential to communi-
ties, but they also create an environment where something like COVID-19 can 
spread unchecked, and we knew that we did not have the resources to continual-
ly sanitize the surfaces and furniture to keep it safe for people to use.   

We look forward to reopening our doors and continuing to serve the public once 
the most significant threat of illness has passed.  We have many resources that 
are available from home and we will do everything that we can to help our com-
munity access those resources during the Stay-at-Home order, issued by Gover-
nor Pritzker.  If you have any issues accessing your account, please contact 
gle@glencarbonlibrary.org or leave a voicemail message at 618-288-1212 and 
we will do what we can to get you up and running. 
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Meet the Staff: 
 
Kim, Library Associate 
Worked here Since:  
Oct 22, 2018 
Educational Background: 
BA in Cultural Anthropolo-
gy with a concentration on 
Gender & Sexuality 
Hobbies and Interests: 
Reading all the books, pet-
ting all the dogs and cats, 
cooking, dancing when no 
one is watching... 

From the Desk of the Library Director 

We’re all under the same sky and walk the same earth; 
we’re alive together during the same moment. 

~Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior (1976) 

 

All programs are cancelled in April due to COVID 19 and shelter in place order. Although no additional shelter in place 

orders have been given, the library is canceling all of our May programs. If no additional orders are given, the library will 

ease back into a regular routine through the summer months and start scheduling programs again. 
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adult  programs  
In heeding the shelter in place order from Gov. Pritzker, we cancelled our programs and closed our doors to the public. Before 
the orders, the staff did come to work in an attempt to get some larger projects completed before we opened the doors again. 
Since the order though, we have stayed at home too—that’s why this newsletter is late.  

So, what do I put here if there are no programs to promote at the library? In the wake of the coronavirus outbreak, a digital tidal 
wave of sharing, collaboration, mutual support and entertainment has opened up, as well as, created an opportunity to pause, 
reflect, and disconnect. If you haven’t already found some of these things on your own, here’s a few things you can do right now. 
Keep in mind this is still the adult programs page, not all listings may be suitable for all audiences. But just know that educational 
opportunities for students, of all ages, are plentiful, and are relatively easy to find online. 

The internet will become more essential in our daily lives than ever before. From virtual birthday parties and singalongs, to happy 
hours and yoga classes, people are pulling together on the internet, in real time, all over the world.  

HASHTAGS to Follow 
 

#StayAtHomeChallenge 
#SafeHands 
#ViewFromMyWindow 
#MyPandemicSurvivalPlan 
#TogetherAtHome 
#QuarantineAndChill 
#FlattenTheCurve 

From the Desk of the Circulation Manager (who also plans the library programs) 

Internet Required No Internet Required 

Domestika is a community for creative people offering a selection of 

courses for free. 

Gardening, sewing, quilting 

Google Hangouts Meet and Zoom are pretty similar. They both have 

collaboration tools, including share screen and breakout rooms, and 

lately have been used for happy hours. 

Use FaceTime and other social media with your friends, family. 

Phone calls, texting, letter writing 

There are many classical music organizations that are live-streaming, 

or have made their concert archives available online. 

Play records, tapes 

Contemporary musicians have teamed up with WHO (World Health 

Organization) to serenade you on Instagram Live. Some are also 

hosting live-streams, Q&As, tutorials, and more with their fans.  

Radio 

Netflix Party allows users to chat while watching the same film.  Watch DVD 

The Met Opera, and many other opera companies, are offering free 

streaming services. You can always Wikipedia the plot after.  

Relaxing 

For the clubbing crowd: innovative DJs have started putting their 

performances online so clubbers don't miss out. 

Dancing  

Fitness studios and gyms are live-streaming their workouts. Exercise 

Museums, zoos, and theme parks are offering virtual tours. Art and crafts 

Many zoos, aquariums, and parks are either streaming live or have 

archived videos available. 

Set up bird feeders in back yard 

Audible just made hundreds of audiobooks completely free and 

they’re narrated by actors. There are kids’ books too. 

Listen to audio CD’s 

National Emergency Library has made more than 1.4 million e-books 

for free (pre–ebook tech) available duration of the US national emer-

gency. 

Reading 

Discover thousands of free online courses from top universities 

around the world like MIT, Stanford, and Harvard. 

Make use of your time to record 

memories, scrapbooking 

YouTube is an excellent resource if you want to be handier around 

the house.  

Home improvements using books, 

manuals 

 

Things to keep in mind: It may turn out that our virtual lives will become just as over-scheduled as our real 

ones.  Most times, our packed schedules leave us with little time for other things that are good for us too—like 

mindfulness, self-reflection, exercise, journaling, reading books, and taking up a hobby. #StaySafe 

#StayAtHome 

It’s so important to remember older 

adults and people who have serious 

underlying medical conditions might be 

at higher risk for severe illness from 

COVID-19. 

 Help set up grocery delivery or 

curbside pickup for medications. 

 Take the canine pals for a walk for 

those who can’t.  

 Take trash to/from curb. 

 Offer to be a text, phone or errand 

buddy. 

 Donating blood is especially im-

portant—even without a pandemic, 

the world needs your blood.  
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youth programs 

I never thought I'd see the day when libraries were closing during a crisis, but here we 
are.  We are at home, day after day, maybe feeling a little lost at what to do. Some of 
us are wishing for a little less alone time, while others are hoping for more.  What can 
we possibly do in these uncertain times?  We find ways to connect with others with-
out being physically together.  

We take the opportunity to learn new things.  We do our best each day, knowing that 
this all temporary. 

I know that is easier said than done. I am struggling with my new solitary reality my-
self.  Here are some ideas of how you can keep yourself grounded while everything 
feels out of control. 

Your family could: 

 Cook new recipes together.  

I can't imagine that I'm the only person who buys cookbooks with the best of inten-
tions to learn new recipes but never gets around to trying any of them because I don't 
have the mental energy to try something new in the kitchen after a long day at work.  
Being home with your family gives you an excellent opportunity to try a fresh recipe 
with extra hands to help!  Maybe you have used all the recipes in your cookbooks or 
don't have any at all. The internet has more with recipes and video tutorials than you 
could get through in your lifetime. Allrecipes is one of my favorite sites or apps for 
finding new dishes to learn.  You can search by a specific meal you want to create or 
use the "Ingredients search" to search for a recipe using only the ingredients you have 
on hand. 

 Write a story together. There are many ways you could do this. An easy one 
would be for you to pass a pad of paper around to each person in your family. You 
each take turns writing one line of the story and continue to do this until you can't 
think of what else to add or your laughing so hard you can't write anymore. 

 Go for a walk as a family and discover the odd lawn ornaments, window decora-
tions, or other unique things in your neighborhood or around town.  Make it a 
challenge to see who can spot the weirdest item.  Many people are putting 
stuffed animals and bears in their windows, see how many you can find while 
walking. 

 Make art to display in your windows for your neighbors to see. If enough people 
create artwork, then you could have an outdoor art gallery on your street.  It could 
be a drawing, a painting, a sculpture, or whatever you feel inspired to create. 

 Make your own window paint by combining equal parts of water, white flower, 
and dish soap to create window paint that will easily wash off. Use food coloring 
to color the paint, and you are good to let your kids' creativity soar!  If they are old 
enough, you can have them clean it off, and you'll end up with clean windows. 
 

I hope I gave you some fresh ideas on how to spend your time.  Some days will be eas-
ier than others.  Just remember that we are still here for you, even if our doors aren't 
open.  You can stay connected with us on Facebook and Instagram.  

From the Desk of the Youth Services Director 

FACEBOOK Live Storytime 
Featuring Ms. Aimee 
Tuesdays · 10:00 am 
While the library is closed 
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Online Research Databases                                                                                                                             
Visit our online research page for a list of databases available to patrons 24/7.  

AncestryPlus – AncestryPlus provides access to more than 1.2 billion names, more than 3000 
databases, primary source documents and images and a variety of genealogical research features – 
with new databases added daily. In Library Only.  

Gale Virtual Reference Database – Search 24/7 over four hundred and fifty research books and 
thousands of periodical and newspaper articles for expert information you can count on.  

Gale LegalForms – Provides a wide selection of state-specific (and multi-state) legal forms across the 
most popular legal areas. Includes real estate contracts, wills, pre-marital agreements, bankruptcy, 
divorce, landlord tenant and many others. Also included is a comprehensive attorney state directory 
and a dictionary of legal definitions explained in laymen's language. 

Mango Languages – Mango is an online language learning system teaching practical conversation 
skills for a wide variety of popular languages. Mango also has an easy to access small film library. 
Download the Mango app to learn on the go.  

A to Z World Foods – Explore food culture and recipes from around the world. Topics include full 
recipes, measurement conversions, dining etiquette, and more.  

World History In Context – World History in Context is a comprehensive online collection of articles, 
audio, primary documents, maps, video and more, using an intuitive, Web-like interface to provide 
multicultural, global and research-based dynamic content that supports today’s history research 
requirements. World History in Context moves chronologically over 5,000 years from antiquity to 
the present and geographically around the globe, to ensure that the events, movements and 
individuals that defined, informed and shaped world history are covered with a sense of balance.  

l ibrary  serv ices  
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reader ’ s  adv isory  
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